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Joseph’s Trial To Triumph: How God Redeems Evil  
by PD Vander Westhuizen 
 

  
God is so incredibly pure and good, that He takes the most horrible and terrifying 
circumstances that come about because of sin in the world; and turns it around to 
accomplish good. In fact, the good that He accomplishes by turning sin around, is so good 
that it often overshadows the bad altogether. 
  
Simply, when we are in God, He doesn't say nothing bad will ever happen to us, on the 
contrary, He promised persecution (Matt 10:22). But what He did promise is this: That He 
will never leave us.  
  
God gives us what we call "Shalom" (peace). Shalom doesn't mean nothing bad is 
happening to you, it rather means you have peace despite whatever is happening because 
you know that He is in control even when everything feels like it's going wrong. It is the 
knowing faith that He is one step ahead. That is the kind of peace God gives. 
  
And that is what God did in the story of Joseph's enslavement and time in prison. He 
turned Joseph's dire circumstances of being sold into slavery by his brothers into the best 
thing that could ever happen to his family.  
  

  
  
  



  
  
• Imagine this: 

a. You are deeply loved by your family and you have an excellent relationship with 
God 
i. You pray to God every day 

ii. You worship Him 
iii. You study His scriptures 
iv. You love HIM 

b. Then one day you are kidnapped and taken to a land you don’t know. You lose 
everything 

c. You thereafter end up in prison for years. 
d. Can you imagine what would be running through your mind at that point? 

 God has “forsaken” him 
 God is “angry” at him 
 God has “cursed” him 
 How could God allow this 
 I don’t understand why 

  
  

It happened to Jacob: 
o Jacob sold into slavery 
o Jacob losing his family and everything 
o Jacob in prison for years 

 Can you imagine what is running through his mind? 
  

o In a turn of events, Jacob received favor with Egypt’s Pharoah because of his dreams of 
coming famine and God elevated him to be an official in Egypt. 
  
 When you find the people that sold you into slavery, that caused this to come upon 

you, what would you do?: 
Gen 45:4  So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they 
came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 
  
Gen 45:5  And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you 
sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 
• PRESERVE LIFE? 

o What seemed like a curse to Jacob was actually necessary to bring life.  
  

• But what why did God pick Jacob to do this wonderful thing of saving Egypt through? 
a. Because of how he instantly forgives his brothers (humility) 

 That humility was created through suffering 
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Mat 5:39  But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps 
you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
Mat 5:40  And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your 
cloak as well. 
Mat 5:41  And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 
Mat 5:42  Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who 
would borrow from you. 
Love Your Enemies 
Mat 5:43  “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ 
Mat 5:44  But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 
Mat 5:45  so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on 
the unjust. 
  

o But God also picked Jacob because He knew Jacob would not deny God 
  
• Jacob moves his family to Egypt: 

Gen 45:10  (JOSEPH:) You shall dwell in the land of Goshen (EGYPT), and you 
shall be near me, you and your children and your children's children, and your 
flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 
Gen 45:11  There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to 
come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to 
poverty.’ 
  

o Can you imagine their fear to be told that they now need to move into this land 
that is a (1) pagan nation and (2) hostile to shepherds? 

  
 
 
Shepherds are abominations to Egyptians:  
Gen 46:34 …for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.” 
  

WHY EGYPT? 
• Egypt is a pagan nation 
• Egyptians are hostile to shepherds  

Sometimes God takes us in a direction that makes no sense to us. 
  
God says don’t fear: 
Gen 46:3  Then He said (to Jacob), “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be 
afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation.  
  
  
Pharaohs gives them the best: 
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Gen 47:3  Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your occupation?” And they said 
to Pharaoh, “Your servants are shepherds, as our fathers were.” 
Gen 47:4  They said to Pharaoh, “We have come to sojourn in the land, for there is 
no pasture for your servants' flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. 
And now, please let your servants dwell in the land of Goshen.” 
Gen 47:5  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have 
come to you. 
Gen 47:6  The land of Egypt is before you. Settle your father and your brothers in 
the best of the land. Let them settle in the land of Goshen, and if you know any 
able men among them, put them in charge of my livestock.” 
  
  

o And later in the story, there will be many more trials that the sons of Israel will 
face, including even persecution by the Egyptians later. But all in all, in the end 
God uses this to show His glorious deliverance and to ultimately give the gift of 
what we call the Old Testament (Torah). 
   

o So that leaves us with the question: What about your story? 
• You will face trials 
• Things often won’t make sense 
• You may even be driven to the verge of wanting to curse God 
• But don’t. Rather trust and know that despite this, God is good, loves you, and 

in the end, you will glorify Him for everything, even the trail you don’t 
understand right now. 
o Just like we can glorify God for the miracles and deliverance of Joseph. 

  
o Remember: This life is a purification process. The goal of life is to grow you closer 

to God and restore you back into His image, instead of the enemy’s, where you 
were dwelling before.  
• And sometimes, refinement hurts. 
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