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Acts 15: The Jerusalem Council - Is the law abolished for gentiles? 
by PD Vander Westhuizen 
  
Acts 15's meeting of the Jerusalem council is often used to explain that Christians/non-Jews are not 
required to keep the law of God. But rather only a few commandments. 
  
That Jesus has come to fulfill the law so we don't need to, and the laws given by God in the old 
testament are completely abolished; and if we are to keep them, we are to bring Jesus' sacrifice to 
naught. 
  
Was this the conclusion of the Apostles? If so, why were they giving commandments of Leviticus at the 
same meeting to gentiles, even "abolished" dietary laws? And why were they encouraging gentiles to 
attend synagogues where the law was taught? 
  
Acts 15 is misunderstood by many and we may have inherited the lies of those before us. I hope this 
brings clarity. 
 
 
• Act 15:1  And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye 

be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.  
  
Act 15:5  But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was 
needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.  
Act 15:6  And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter.  
Act 15:7  And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and 
brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my 
mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.  



Act 15:8  And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as 
he did unto us;  
Act 15:9  And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.  
Act 15:10  Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither 
our fathers nor we were able to bear?  

• (WHICH YOKE?): The Yoke of man-made saved by works teaching, which was never taught by 
God’s Word. The yoke is not keeping God’s law, but the pharisaic teachings being addressed in 
this chapter. 

  
Not too hard: 
Deut 30:11 “For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far 
off." 
  
Act 15:11  But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as 
they.  
  
Only 4 Commandments? 
Act 15:19  Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them (DON'T MAKE IT HARD), which from 
among the Gentiles are turned to God 
Act 15:20  But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from 
fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.  
  
Later: 
Act 15:28  For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than 
these necessary things;  
  
• If someone is an alcoholic who can't keep a job, are you going to instruct him in evangelism first? 

Or classes on how to be humble? 
o No, we will focus on the big issues first 

  
Where do these commandments come from? 
LAWS ARE ALL FROM TORAH: 

1. Abstain from idols - Leviticus 26:1 
2. Fornication - Leviticus 20:10 
3. Things strangled & blood (dietary?) - Leviticus 17:12-13 

  
Do not eat blood 
Lev 17:10  ‘And any man of the house of Yisra’ěl, or of the strangers who sojourn among you, who 
eats any blood, I shall set My face against that being who eats blood, and shall cut him off from 
among his people.  
  
But this is a dietary commandment? 
Mat 15:11  “Not that which goes into the mouth defiles the man, but that which comes out of the 
mouth, this defiles the man.”  
  
Mat 15:17  “Do you not understand that whatever enters into the mouth goes into the stomach, 
and is cast out in the sewer?  



Mat 15:18  “But what comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and these defile the man.  
Mat 15:19  “For out of the heart come forth wicked reasonings, murders, adulteries, whorings, 
thefts, false witnessings, slanders.  
Mat 15:20  “These defile the man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man.” 
  
CONFUSION:  
Mar 7:19  since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all 
foods clean.)  
  

  
  
BUT WILL LEARN MORE LATER: 
Act 15:21  For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues 
every sabbath day.  
  

• We cannot pick and choose which laws we desire to follow 
  
Yeshua fulfilled the law? 
Mat 5:17  “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them.  
  
Mat 5:18  For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from 
the Law until all is accomplished.  
Mat 5:19  Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to 
do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them 
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
   
Keeping the law is putting Yeshua's sacrifice to naught? 
Gal 2:21  I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for 
no purpose.  
  
Read earlier: 
Gal 2:16  yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, 
so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the 
law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.  
Gal 2:17  But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then 
a servant of sin? Certainly not!  
  
What is sin? 
1Jn 3:4  Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.  
  
Concl:  
Christ didn't die for us to sin, but to be like Him. For us to manifest His Kingdom of Earth and walk as He 
walked. 
  
1 John 2:6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 
 


